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Rona Elliot’s career in television, radio, print and digital media has allowed her access 
to and interviews with musicians and world movers and shakers, from the Dalai Lama to 
Dolly Parton. 

Beginning in the 1960s Rona identified that both her life and career would be driven by 
her enormous passion for rock and roll. With a combination of great good fortune and 
focused determination, Rona Elliot’s life has unfolded that way.For decades Rona has 
been both a musical eyewitness and cultural historian whether it was being there at the 
Newport Folk Festival in 1965 seeing Bob Dylan “plug in”, to actually watching the 
Beatles in concert in Los Angeles, or working at the legendary Woodstock Festival in 
1969, to breaking the Band Aid Live Aid story in 1984, Rona has demonstrated great 
timing at historic musical events. 

A decade on air at NBC’s Today Show as their Music Correspondent allowed Rona to 
travel the world in the dream job she crafted: not only listening to the worlds’ greatest 
rock musicians performing but sharing their stories as well. She has traveled to 
Czechoslovakia with the Rolling Stones, with Tina Turner all over the world during her 
comeback, with Billy Joel to the then Soviet Union, with Cyndi Lauper in Japan, with 
Paul Mc Cartney, Yoko Ono, The Who, Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin and the list of 
superstars goes on and on that have allowed Rona access. 

Her in-depth interviews and profiles remain a standard for communicating about 
musicians, artists and cultural icons and where their inspirations come from. Her 2012 
enhanced e book on the Rolling Stones 50th anniversary Mick & Keith: Never Stop 
(NBC Publishing) broke new ground by including Rona’s Today Show interviews with 
Mick Jagger and Keith Richards recorded around the world in additional to iconic 
images and rock and roll memorabilia and treasures from the mid 1960s on. In addition, 
Rona Elliot has written for USA Today about American Idol, and been an editor for 
Genesis Publications UK on The Woodstock Experience celebrating the Festival’s 40th 
anniversary and Genesis’ California Dreamin’–Henry Diltz book of brilliant photographs 
capturing the musicians who shaped the southern California late 60s to early 70s 
sound. 

Rona feels privileged to serve on the Board of Trustees of the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame Museum/Library (& Archives) in Cleveland, Ohio. She also has also conducted in 
depth oral histories for the Grammy Living Legends Foundation and serves on their 
Education Advisory Committee. She is often called on as a music expert, eyewitness, or 



cultural historian/archivist with deep roots in rock and roll. Rona Elliot is committed to 
recording and archiving those in all arenas whose lives have made a difference. In 
addition to her broad body of work in the arts, Elliot is also a trained interviewer of 
Holocaust survivors for the Steven Spielberg Shoah Visual History Foundation. She 
lives in Los Angeles with her husband and three children.	  


