
The country star has given guitars to children 
for years at Big & Rich shows, but this was the 
first opportunity he had to donate instruments 
on such a large scale. He describes the feeling 
as “awesome” and encourages other artists in 
Nashville to go buy 100 guitars and do the 
same thing.

“I know that one of the kids is going to come up 
to me one day, and he’ll end up being the next 
Jimi Hendrix or something close to it,” Kenny 
says. “There’s hundreds and hundreds of 
guitars out there, and we want to get it up to 
thousands and thousands. There’s so many 
schools out there that need help… 

We went out there and gave them a little 
inspiration, and they give me a little inspiration. 
I’m like, ‘Things are getting better.’ I hope this 
lifts them all up, and they end up being the 
next generation of greatness coming out of 
Nashville.”

Big Kenny of Big & Rich applauds Tuesday during a 
ceremony at Mt. View Elementary School in Antioch, 
where he donated 20 specially made guitars. DIPTI 
VAIDYA / THE TENNESSEAN

May 13, 2009. Big Kenny, of country power 
duo Big & Rich, demonstrated yet again on 
Tuesday that his heart is as far-reaching as 
his talent.

A longtime champion of Darfur, Big Kenny 
shifted his good will to local school children 
and donated 140 Guild acoustic guitars to five 
Nashville area schools. The donations are part 
of Little Kids Rock, a national non-profit music 
program.

Kenny showed up at Mount View Elementary 
School in Antioch to present the school’s 
students with 20 of the guitars. (Other schools 
to benefit include Hillwood High School, East 
Cheatham Elementary, Glencliff Elementary, 
and Warner Enhanced Option School.)

“I did not expect this at all,” Big Kenny says of 
his experience at the school. “There were 
about 20 kids set up with electric guitars and 
then the other half of the classroom had 
acoustic guitars and they were all going to play 
me a song. They did so wonderful. I was sitting 
in the middle of them. These kids were so 
excited it was unbelievable. It was better than 
Christmas.”

The musician had all the guitars especially 
made for the students. Each instrument says 
“love everybody” on the back, “Big & Rich” on 
the front, and is three-quarters the size of a 
traditional acoustic guitar.

“They are really good guitars,” Big Kenny says. 
“We had them made so I knew that kids could 
really play them. They’ll fit the kids that age, 
and they can really learn on an instrument that 
won’t beat them up before they learn how to 
play. A kid can’t put his arm around a full-sized 
guitar. This is the perfect size for them.”

From staff writer Cindy Watts:

Big Kenny gives a bunch of guitars to Nashville schools


